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Costs and effects incurred during quarantined inpatient treatment of smear and culture positive pulmonary tuberculosis
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[Abstract] General medical files, days of hospitalization, costs incurred during diagnosis and treatment, pro-
gram subsidies, sputum smear and culture results collected from 598 smear positive TB patients who satisfy the fol-
lowing conditions: local residents of area that the piloting program covers; patients who are covered by medical in-
surance; and their smear positivity is diagnosed by a referral TB hospital or medical establishment equivalent, are
statistically analyzed. Mean number of days of hospitalization is (19. 6£5. 76) d, with 86.79% (519/598) of these
patients receiving inpatient treatment for more than 2 weeks. Mean costs of hospitalization is 11 386 yuan; Mean
amount of reimbursement on a per patient basis is 8626 yuan, with a reimbursement rate of 75. 76 % (8626/11 386) ;
Mean amount of program subsidies on a per patient basis is 1856 yuan, accounting for 16. 30% (1856/11 386) of all
costs; Mean amount of self-paying costs is 904 yuan, accounting for 7.94% (904/11 386) of all costs. Sputum
smear conversion rates at 7 and 14 days after initiating of anti-TB treatment are 50. 98% (235/461) and 61.15%
(255/417) respectively; sputum culture conversion rates at the same intervals are 22.01% (92/418) and 37.09%
(135/364) respectively. Multi channel financing is feasible in solving the cost of hospitalization in patients with pul-
monary tuberculosis. For newly diagnosed smear-positive pulmonary tuberculosis patients, the most appropriate
time to carry out hospital isolation treatment needs further study.
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