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[Abstract] The nontuberculous mycobacteria (NTM) group currently encompasses over 170 individual species
that are important environmental opportunistic pathogens of humans and animals. The NTM are normal inhabitants
of a variety of environmental habitats that are shared with humans, including natural waters, drinking water distri-
bution systems, dust, and soils. In this review, we describe the distribution of NTM in the environment, factors in-
fluencing their distribution and methods to reduce numbers of NTM, in order to enrich of our understanding of

the NTM.
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